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Masterpiece on life of Davitt
Impressive book focuses on
his post-Land League journey
A MASTERPIECE on the life
of Mayo man Michael Davitt,
a central figure in the Land
League struggle, has been published in time for the Christmas market.
Entitled 'Michael Davitt
After the Land League 1882 1906', it is a fascinating insight
to the Straide legend's time as
parliamentarian, a journalist,
an advocate for penal reform
and a champion of human
rights.
Written by Dr. Carla King,
who was a lecturer in modern
history at St. Patrick’s College,

Drumcondra, before joining
the academic staff of Dublin
City University, it represents
one of the most comprehensive studies ever undertaken
on a man who exercised such
an integral role in shaping his
country.
Peter O'Connell of the
book's publishers, UCD Press,
told The Connaught Telegraph
there are few lives that have
enjoy a second act, but in the
case of Michael Davitt, it can
be said that he had a second
and even a third.
Davitt's life story is one pop-

ulated by an impressive cast
of characters, including Leon
Tolstoy, Mark Twain, Oscar
Wilde, Teddy Roosevelt, Randolph Hearst (role model for
Citizen Kane) and socialist Eleanor Marx.
Even Lady Agatha Russell,
widow of the Liberal Prime
Minister Earl Russell, who had
ruled Ireland during the Famine, was friendly with the son
of an evicted tenant.
O'Connell ebaborated: “The
‘Father of the Land League’ is
rightly remembered for his
work and leadership during
the Land War of the 1870s and
early 1880s.
“But the truly remarkable, eclectic and extensive
activities of his mature years
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imperialism, the advancement of women and his unstinting support for the labour
movement.
Dr. King explained: “Davitt
was a parliamentarian, a journalist, an advocate for penal
reform, a champion of human
rights before the concept even
became fully defined. He even
almost bankrupted The Times
of London.
“His continued dedication
to the land question and Irish
affairs never faltered, as evidenced by his focus on Home
Rule, the Plan of Campaign
and the United Irish League.
“In an era that predates air
travel and mass communication, the extent of his travels
and advocacy is startling.
“Davitt journeyed across
Western Europe to the United
States, the Middle East, Russia, and Australia, championing the rights of indigenous
peoples, highlighting religious
persecution, and seeking to
advance the causes of the
marginalised and disenfranchised.
“His passion for international affairs from Anglo-American relations, British imperialism to the Boer
War and Russia’s treatment of
its Jewish population are all in
the book.”
One of the many great images in the book. This is Michael Davitt
Dr. King painstakingly pictured in Russia in 1905. Photograph courtesy of the Board of
studied thousands of Davitt’s Trinity College, Dublin.

