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amining the role of the East A “htﬂmb:’ n_ Ok P or in the Irish Republic. Indeed, they seem
matic relations with any country that ex- to have got most of their information about

tended diplomatic recognition 10 EiﬂS’[ Ger- eland from their numerous and well

many. Ireland hoped to export agricultural placed agents in West Germany and from

produce to East‘Gel‘many anr:i fougd. A WaY e West German newspapers. In short, they
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recognition, but the Germans always sold o .. opposite them in Germany Were re-

from the United States. This 1s a fascinating
book and an important contribution to our
growing understanding of the role of

espionage and intelligence in Irish history. ®
__St. John's College

second part ex
German intelligence, Ministerium fur
Staatssicherheit  (the Ministry of OState
Security)—the notorious Stasi—In
monitoring Irish affairs and specifically the
Troubles in Northem Ireland from 1969 on.
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BY MAUREEN O. MURPHY 1922. It was the oldest Sheehy daughter, the  defining moment,” to the international ~ Markiewicz “a magnificent Joan, and she C
, pacifist/suffragette Johanna (Hanna) who  cause of suffragism. She joined the recalled that when she saw the Countess I
P - spErs OF ILS know the Sheehys was the most significant Sheehy sister.  Women’s Suffrage and Local Government wearing her Irish Citizen Army uniform at m
\through their association with James  Hannah Sheehy Skeffington. Suffragette and ~ Association in 1902 and married Skeff-  the College of Surgeons in 1916, the earlier G
Jor snd know Francis Sheehy-Skeff- Sinn Féiner, judiciously edited by the ington the following year. As a mark of his  vision of Markiewicz flashed 1in her mem- th
ington not only as MacCann in Portrait but  feminist historian Margaret Ward, brings commitment to feminism, he took her name,  ory. Hanna herself signed some of her work Sy
25 the victim of murder by Captain Bowen  together the unfinished memoir and politi- and both were known as Sheehy Skeff-  “Joan,” her own middle name, and a mark a |
Colthurst during Easter Week of 1916. The cal and cultural writings of this twentieth  ington. Still loyal to parliamentary national- ~ of her admiration for Joan of Arc. 10]
Sheehys were also the nationalist family century Irish feminist icon. Ward con- ism, Hanna joined the Young Ireland branch It was the 1916 Rising that turned be
wh ose ﬁf‘zti?z‘_ the Tipperary mill owner textualizes the texts gnd provides a chro-  of the Irish Parliamentary Party in 1905; she Hanna into one of the fierce mourning m
1 Javid ,_.f‘iii‘bﬂ Ol . - | ' ' : | - - ' . . |
Ii)_.. __ :~ ch, h; came a’:r;h MPffor Galway, nology, introductions to each section and was a member unt¥1 1912, the same year she = women who made up the “Easter widows B
i. aﬁ_.f ;u; Louth nza;ngm Ien a;:r Siiehy notes. _ spent ;wo @onths in Mountjoy for smashing and who campaigned against the Treaty as a
daughters made the: vT1 marks 1In twen- , ;11 Dubli 5 ? ; : , = |
‘*’:‘TI:- centun 'd olitical and cultural histor e S P e e e ZWIHh i mDublm catls (Hanna S. grand- edy Ofp rotecting the 1dealism of 1916. For .
e Lf’ ':j"_: M;; Sheehu o Og' Margaret Ward, Editor. aus tlir Ml(’he};ne broke a window in 2012  Hanna, the Proclamation promised citizen-
e . e et hy Lo € HANNA SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON. to mark the 100 year of suffrage.) ship nights for Irnsh women, and she
yolymath 1Thomas ¥ - barrister. econo- . ¢ _ G .
i 1 H 1 ctile: barnster, €COMO- ¢ oo ~eTTE AND SINN FEINER. Both Hanna and Constance Markiewicz  honored James Connolly for his part in the
mist. journalist and poet who died on the e | . identified with Joan of Arc. Marki e
. ik N B g HER MEMOIRS AND POLITICAL WRITINGS. c. Markiewicz guarantee of a woman’s right to the vot
Somme with the Royal Dublin Fusithierson . . .- ~ appeared as Joan of Ar e | S I8 € VOIC.
September 9, 1916, (i bl UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN PRESS, 2017. i ¢ in Francis Sheehy  According the Ward, Hannna defended
. h DUFOUR EDITIONS. $57.00. sutfrage play The Prodi e e e
Thiepval memorial.) Kathleen, a teacher of Daughter .Q Insh W Y e Connolly s friendship with Francis Shechy "R
Leish sobas ath i , G L - ' omen's Franchlse Sketfington, a friendship tl bi :
rish who was the model for Miss Ivors 1n | League fund raiser in 1914. (The Sheeh TSR wat : S R Sanbraced the
Jovce's “The Dead.” married the journalist : : | cny sh nationalism as well ociali -
Eraate gt p o e tht Hanna credited Francis Skeffington who Skeffingtons founded the League in 1908.)  Sean O’Cases B ”
rank Cruise O’Brien and was the mother P oy In her “Memories of C ' asey who had called Skeffington Ire
s of the ol i o argued for “social liberty and equality s of Countess Markiewicz?” *“a socialist martve” k) e 1=
| : € ]g omat, governm ent min .lﬁ_gmfjour" among all classes and sexes” with con Chapter H&ﬂ_]l& l@ted that her temperament | f alls maItyI and criticized CO‘HHO“V Ca
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Skeffington 1 ¢ . -
£ 1Is well known. Less well 3: o131 - | '
" ell  disliked his political views, and of course, pioned the causes she supported in Ireland: (Gaffney was a reporter for the Irish
Independent.)
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December 1916, she made the first of her Civil W- d
‘ar ended, Hanna went on another League for Peace and Freedom, the o
a political and social agitator is seci

four lecture tours to ' - -
-- rs to Amernica. In her eigh- ki ‘
teen months in the Duited thm‘ Hl gh SDeﬂBmg tour to America where she was National Aid Association (for unemployed
spoke to more than ““\'é E:Ta;u danna appointed  a “special correspondent” for  Republicans), the Women's Prisoners’ De-  as feminist histonians examine the work ol
: ] | K . e _ S - L x < .
groups and had  the Irish World between 1923-1929 which  fense Committee, and the Irish Housewives

their predecessors, they must take mnto

kine an mdi-

interviews with Henry Ford : '- -
. S . krd aﬂd Wil = s . . ' il 1- ' ]
ith Presi became an outlet for her criticism of the  Association, and she became involved i account the difficulty of looking
vidual from an earlier historical penod
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international organizations like the Friends
of the Soviet Union and the Irish Friends of
the Spanish Republic. The second half of
Suffragette and Sinn Féin document that
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through the lens of currenmt theory. 10C
degree to which the position of women was
or was not realized in post-ind jent

c?ent Wilson. She was the only Irish Repub-  Irish Free State. In November 1923. d

lican accoirded that meeting, and she used Valera sent Ha.nna to Paris i1n an, une-
the occasion to present Wilson with a  successful attempt to persuade the League
Cumann na mBan petition calling for Irish  of Nations to withhold recognition of the

/ f{ldependence and for Ireland to be con- Irish Free State. part of Hanna’s life.
) sidered among the “small nations” whose Based on the responsibilities he gave Hanna and Women’s Social and Pro- the historian Margaret MacCurtain posed at
future would be the subject of the peace her, it is clear that de Valera valued Hanna;  gressive League opposed de Valera’s margi-  the end of her essay “Women, the Vote and
j talks after World War 1. “British Militarism  however, when Fianna Fail entered the Dail nalization of women in the draft of his Revolution.” (1975), an essay which inclu-
Eireann in 1927, Hanna resigned from the constitution; however, her “The Irish Con- ded the reminiscences of the 1916 survivors

Maire Comerford, Eithne Coyvle and Sighle

as I have Known It,” her major speech ot
| that tour, was published as a pamphlet In
| 1917.
| When she retumed to Ireland in the
1 summer of 1917, she was elected to the
Sinn Féin executive during the War of Inde-
pendence. Micheline Sheehy Skeffington
includes an undated private letter to Louise
| Bennett with whom she co-edited the Irish member of Parliament, and her son, who
Citizen saying, “if Ireland were to have the had made valuable cE)I_ltﬂbutions as a
; opportunity to be free for ever from British  member of the Seanad Eireann, knew that
: rule by a swift uprising—use of arms would debate with its need to negotiate and to
compromise could lead to progress. Even

be justified. Yet, I should still be radically _ ! _ g S
ism.” During  her husband knew the promise of persu-  more fqr their chances of securing Work 1n ‘ e
o the future will be reduced by more than halt tion of Irish femimsts?

opposed to war and militari | _ o
those years, Hanna met Michael Collins in asion when he died trymg loFeonvince. I it _ o
connection with the money she raised m looters to stop their pillaging 1n the interest ot what they are ‘at present and ?n{xgim%
America. While she admired his intelli- of a greater good. Instead, Hanna devoted  them up at all will be a sheer liability.
industriousness, she  her energies to organizations that cham- iy - -

stitution” (1937) and her warning of a new
revolt in Ireland in her interview with Ni Dhonnchadha. MacCurtam concluded
“when the victories were won, and wWomen

won the right to vote, to hold office and 10

organize and manage trade umons, the ques-
tion is, why then were they conient 10 TS
main subordinate in a society they had
helped to create?”

Hapna's life and work now made
available in this definitive collection was
certainly a model for women, but the
question remains why did the model fal t©

engage Insh women until the later genera-

executive and from the party. The resig-
nation was consistent with Hannah’s

character; however, it was probably a mis-
take. The causes she championed would
have had a better chance had she been able
to debate them in the context of parha-
mentary politics. Her father, who had been a

Dorothy Thomas in Independent Woman
(1938) lack the force of Gertrude Gatiney's,

“The Death Knell of the Working Woman™
which was published in the Irish Inde-
pendent on May 8, 1937. “Women are the
majority in this country, and if they let
themselves be robbed of the rights that 1t
has taken so long to win they’re not only
themselves going to suffer for their -

difference, but their daughters will sufter

—Hofstra University
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